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MEET OUR 2021 CHIEF YOUTH COURAGE
AWARD RECIPIENTS!
The Calgary Police Youth Foundation is proud to once again recognize five incredible
children and youth from the programs we fund, and present them each with a
coveted Chief Youth Courage Award. This award celebrates children and youth who
have demonstrated courage, commitment, and perseverance in their lives and we are
so excited to share their stories with you.

DRAKE CALFROBE
YOUTH AT RISK DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
The 2021 Youth At Risk Development Program
Chief Youth Courage Award recipient is Drake.
Drake entered the youth justice system at the
age of 13 when he became associated with an
Indigenous youth gang. As a result of his
involvement with the gang and other issues at
home, Drake did not have a stable living
environment and moved around a lot. He was
charged with many criminal charges in his teen
years. For many years, Drake was struggling at
school due to undiagnosed dyslexia and he had
not managed to obtain any of his high school
credits. That is when he is was referred to the
Youth at Risk Development Program (YARD).
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YARD worked with Drake for nine months when he was 17. Throughout this time,
they helped Drake get a proper diagnosis for his dyslexia and encouraged him to
enroll at the Youth Employment Centre to help him find a job. While he was in
the program, Drake showed an incredible amount of growth. He learned about
accountability, responsibility, and ethics, while demonstrating resiliency and
dedication when faced with challenges.
Since working with YARD, Drake has successfully completed his probation order
and has found stable employment. He also began dating his girlfriend, Taylene.
She encouraged Drake to stay on this new, positive life path and together they
have built a young family. After welcoming their son in 2020, Drake’s goals for his
future now revolve around being a good parent, owning a nice home, and one
day becoming a chef.
Drake has overcome a lot of adversity in his life, and thanks to the skills he
developed working with YARD, he is well equipped to live a successful, happy,
crime free life with his family (pictured below).

FAST FACTS - GET TO KNOW DRAKE!
Who is your hero? Batman! He is a positive role
model and a do-gooder in the community.
If you could live anywhere in the world,
where would it be? Dubai because it is sunny
and close to the ocean.
What are the reasons you think youth get
involved in crime? For many, it is because of
how they grow up. Some have a bad home life and
need money. Others experience trauma (such as
Residential Schools) and don’t know how to cope.
What do you think would stop youth from
getting involved in crime? Being involved in the
community, participating in more activities and
sports.
What do you do for fun? Video games and
hanging out with my brothers.
How would you describe your perfect day?
Relaxing on a nice, sunny day with my family.
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DYLAN MUNDY
INTEGRATED SCHOOL SUPPORT PROGRAM
This year’s ISSP Chief Youth Courage Award recipient is Dylan, a grade five student at
Holy Trinity Elementary School. When ISSP and MASST (Multi Agency School Support
Team) first began working with Dylan, he had difficultly building relationships with his
peers and often preferred the company of adults. He also struggled at times with
regulating his emotions and sometimes experienced outbursts at school.
Through the wraparound supports offered
by ISSP and MASST, Dylan was able to work
on improving his social skills, developing
resiliency, and embracing a more positive
attitude. Once they were able to tear down
the walls that Dylan had put up, his MASST
team discovered Dylan’s love of cooking.
He would always speak about the meals he
helped his dad make at home and the
team began channeling Dylan’s passion for
cooking at school. Dylan began working
with the school to plan a menu for lunch
once a month and quickly became known
as “Chef Dylan” throughout the school.
With ISSP support, Dylan has made positive changes in his behaviour and is better
prepared to cope with the challenges in his day to day life. He has gained valuable
problem solving skills, a positive attitude, and his infectious smile brightens the
hallways at Holy Trinity. ISSP staff have no doubt that Chef Dylan has found his career
path and they can’t wait to eat at his restaurant in the future!

FAST FACTS - GET TO KNOW DYLAN!
Who is your hero? All of the grown-ups in my life are my heroes. They always help
me if I don’t understand things.
If you could live anywhere in the world, where would you live? California
because it is warm and Disneyland is there.
What do you like to do for fun? I like to hang out with my best friend, R.J. He is fun
and we like to play games together. I also like dirt biking.
Why do you think you were nominated for this award? I think I was picked
because I worked hard and was doing well in class.
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- SAVE THE DATE CPYF VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT
Are you a CPYF volunteer? If so, we want to invite you to join us for a special
Volunteer Appreciation event on April 21, 2021!
As part of our National Volunteer Week celebration, we will be hosting a virtual event
to recognize the hard work and dedication of our volunteers! Featuring a few special
guests, this fun event will allow us to personally thank each of our volunteers for their
contributions and for helping us keep Calgary youth safe from victimisation and crime.
Be sure to stay tuned for more details and RSVP information to follow!
Interested in becoming a volunteer? Email us at CPYF@CalgaryPolice.ca to learn more!

RECOGNIZING OUR 2021 MEDIA
PARTNERS, CORUS ENTERTAINMENT!
This year, CPYF is proud to once again partner with our friends at Corus
Entertainment! They will be supporting us throughout the year by helping to spread
the word about a variety of our upcoming campaigns and events on their channels.
Thank you, Corus Entertainment for your ongoing support and your commitment to
keeping children and youth safe from crime and victimisation!
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MIKHAIL FRANCIS
MULTI AGENCY SCHOOL SUPORT TEAM
Our 2021 MASST Chief Youth Courage Award winner is Mikhail. Mikhail was
referred to MASST when he was eight years old and in the third grade. At the time,
he was struggling to reach his academic potential and would sometimes act out
towards his peers. Mikhail's mother moved to Calgary from Jamaica before Mikhail
was born and she had not yet developed a strong support system in the city. To
make matters worse, Mikhail's father had recently walked out on their family. That
is when MASST stepped in.
Mikhail’s MASST team was able to provide him with much needed mentorship,
include him in a variety of pro-social activities, and help connect their family with
community resources. Mikhail also seemed to benefit from incorporating
movement breaks and mindful minutes into his day. This helped increase his
academic output and helped him regulate his emotions when he became
overwhelmed.
Mikhail enjoyed taking part in MASST
events and his team began looking
into recreation options for him. That
is where Mikhail discovered his love of
basketball. Through this new found
passion, Mikhail was able to channel
his extra energy into something
positive, learn dedication and
commitment, and embrace working
on a team.
Overall, with the support of MASST,
Mikhail has made incredible progress
at school and at home. He has
developed the skills he needs to
handle the ups and downs of growing
up and we have no doubt that he has
a bright future ahead of him.

5

FAST FACTS - GET TO KNOW MIKHAIL!
Who is your hero? My Mom is my hero because she takes care of our family and does
a lot for us.
If you could live anywhere, where would it be? I would live in Hollywood because
it is nice and the weather is good.
What do you enjoy doing for fun? Playing basketball and XBOX.
What do you think are the reasons youth get involved with crime? I think it is
because of the environment they grew up in. Also, if their parents are separated that
has an impact as well.
What do you think might stop youth from getting involved in crime? Support
from their family.
If you could change something about yourself, what would it be? I would make
myself taller.
What are your goals for the future? To get excellent grades, a decent job, and play
in the NBA.
How would you describe your perfect day? I would spend time with my family, go
somewhere nice, like Hollywood.

HAVE A PINT AND HELP OUR CITY’S
VULNERABLE YOUTH!
Patio season is right around the corner and with their taproom now open, Wild Rose
Brewery is once again featuring the Calgary Police Youth Foundation as their Patron’s
Pint. For the entire month of April, 25 cents from every Industrial Pale Ale (IPA) pint sold
in the Wild Rose Brewery taproom will be donated to CPYF to help support vulnerable
children and youth in our community! How great is that!
WILD ROSE BREWERY TAPROOM
4580 Quesnay Wood Dr SW,
Calgary Alberta
HOURS OF OPERATIONS
Mon – Sat: 11am – 10pm
Sun: 11am – 9pm
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HARVEER GILL
YOUTHLINK CALGARY POLICE INTERPRETIVE CENTRE
This year’s recipient for the YouthLink Calgary Chief Youth Courage Award is twelveyear-old, Harveer. Harveer attended YouthLink Calgary’s summer camp twice.
Throughout the summer, her camp leaders were continuously blown away by her
kindness, thirst for knowledge, and leadership skills.
Harveer worked diligently to ensure that all
of the other campers felt included and she
would never shy away from difficult topics,
like when CPS would address the Black Lives
Matter movement. The YouthLink camp
instructors also learned that Harveer would
regularly discuss what she had learned with
her parents and would engage other
campers in meaningful discussions about
how they could apply their learnings in
school.
Harveer’s inclusivity also set an amazing
example for the other campers. Throughout
the summer, Harveer assisted another
youth who was a wheelchair user so that
they could participate in all of the camp
activities. Her efforts had a very positive
impact on the group as a whole, and the
YouthLink staff were touched by her actions.
Since completing her YouthLink Calgary summer camp, Harveer is now working to
join the Calgary Police Cadet Corps and has a goal to pursue journalism as a career.
Our team has no doubt that Harveer will succeed in anything she puts her mind to
and that she is well on her way to becoming an outstanding citizen for our
community.
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FAST FACTS - GET TO KNOW HARVEER!
What do you want people to know about you? I want people to know that I am
approachable and that I will help them or be there for them if they need it.
Who is your hero? Oprah! She had a tough childhood and now dedicates her life to
charity work. She understands people and wants to help others.
If you would live anywhere in the world, where would it be? Paris. It is so beautiful
there and I would have a croissant every morning.
What do you think are the main reasons youth get involved in crime? If they have
bad influences in their lives, too much spare time, or they don’t feel like they belong or are
accepted in society.
What do you think could prevent youth from getting involved in crime? Parent
involvement, caring for each other, and sports or hobbies to divert their time and energy
to something positive.
What do you do for fun? I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, reading,
writing, and dance! I do ballet, contemporary and Indian classical.
What are your goals? This year I want to volunteer more and join the CPS Cadet Corps.
Long term, I want to finish high school and go to university for journalism.
How would you describe your perfect day? I would like to take a road trip with my
family through England, UK.

CPYF SPEAKER SERIES THANK YOU, CPS AND YOUTHLINK!
On March 22, CPYF hosted our first installment of our new Speaker Series. With the help of
our friends at YouthLink Calgary, Cst. Alvin Singh from District 1 and Cst. Yadpreet Singh
from District 5 gave an informative and insightful presentation to our guests about youth
gangs and high risk lifestyles. Thank you to YouthLink Calgary and to Cst. Alvin Singh and
Cst. Yadpreet Singh of the Calgary Police Service for helping to keep children and youth in
Calgary safe from gangs, crime and victimisation!
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"You may be a youth reading this article, or a parent of a child, or maybe even a grandparent. I would like to bring your attention to the top 3 issues facing youth today.
Some issues have always been there but there have been new obstacles beginning to
surface in the eyes of the public. Especially with the pandemic going around. The mental
health impact of COVID-19 on youth who are particularly vulnerable is being investigated in a
new study led by Dr. Paul Arnold, MD, PhD, and Dr. Iliana Ortega, MD, and their research
team from The Mathison Centre for Mental Health Research & Education in the Hotchkiss
Brain Institute (HBI) at the Cumming School of Medicine. The COVID-19 pandemic has been
particularly difficult for young people. Social isolation, disruption of daily routines, and the
transition to distance learning have created an environment of uncertainty and stress, which
has the potential to negatively impact their mental health in the long run.
Another issue out of many is the pressures that teenagers face from school, parents, and
peers can lead to long-term stress patterns. Being cooped up at home and cut off from the
rest of the world only adds to the feeling. It is critical that we assist them in dealing with life's
stresses in several ways:
Assist them in creating healthy boundaries.
Teach them how to prioritise in order to make their lives easier.
Create a secure environment at home.
Allow them to openly express their emotions.
This leads me to the third issue, the last but not least, depression and anxiety. Many teens
fight depression and anxiety more than ever before. Some studies show that social media is
linked to depression. Regardless of the source, watching for dangerous warning indications
of depression and anxiety is crucial for the parents. Find a trusted doctor and consider
treatment if your teen has signs of symptoms that are continuing or worsening. Sometimes
when symptoms worsen it can lead to self harm.
Thank you for taking the time to read this." - Harveer, 12-years-old.

“What mental health needs is more sunlight, more candor, and more unashamed
conversation.” – Glenn Close
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CPYF PRESENTS:
CANADIAN FREE WILLS NETWORK MONTH
For the month of April, the Calgary Police Youth Foundation is offering you an
exclusive opportunity to have a simple Will written or amended completely free
of charge.
How It Works:
1. Let us know you are interested in receiving a free Will (see below for details)
2. You will receive an information package with a list of participating lawyers in
your area that you can select from.
3. Meet with your chosen lawyer and have your Will written, free of charge.
While you are under no obligation to do so, this is also the perfect time to
consider leaving a legacy gift to the Calgary Police Youth Foundation. By leaving a
future gift in your Will, you are giving the gift of hope to vulnerable children and
youth in our community by providing them with the supports they need to thrive
for years to come.

Ready to Sign Up? Please email the following information to
CPYF@CalgaryPolice.ca and we will share it with our
Canadian Free Wills Network partners on your behalf.
Full Name & Spouses Full Name (if applicable)
Email Address
Mailing Address
Phone Number
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VESKO KIKOVIC
POWER PLAY
For the second year in a row, Vesko is our Power Play Chief Youth Courage
Award recipient! Vesko initially came to Power Play when he was facing some
personal struggles. He was feeling lonely and was searching for friendship and
connection. His mother was also struggling with a medical issue at the time
which was having an impact on Vesko.
Since joining Power Play, Vesko has come
out of his shell and has shown incredible
growth in his skating ability. He has made
a ton of new friends on and off the ice
and truly values the time he gets to
spend with the CPS officers. At home,
Vesko’s mother has also seen positive
changes in him. His now constant smile
brings hers so much joy and she loves
seeing Vesko thrive as happy, resilient
young boy.
Since being crowned last year, Vesko has
continued to grow and improve his
hockey skills while also taking an interest
in gymnastics. Over the summer, Vesko
taught himself to flyfish by watching
YouTube videos online and it has now
become one of his favourite hobbies! Ultimately, Power Play has shown Vesko
that he can achieve anything he puts his mind to – and we can’t wait to see
what comes next for him.
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FAST FACTS - GET TO KNOW VESKO
What do you want people to know about
you? I want people to know that I like hockey,
Power Play, smiling, and Lily (dog) and Isabella
(pig).
Who is your hero? Police Officer Ron. He is
kind and always helps people.
If you could live anywhere in the world,
where would you live? I would live in Texas
with my cousins. We could swim in their pool
and hot tub, and play in the rock caves there.

Vesko and Isabella

What do you think are the main reasons youth get involved in crime? If they don’t
have friends or people to play with.
What do you enjoy doing for fun? Hockey, gymnastics (parallel bars), baseball,
flyfishing, weightlifting, and making a mess!
How would you describe your perfect day? Disneyworld in Florida with my family,
deep sea fishing, or visiting Crab Island in Florida.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR!
By joining our Promising Futures monthly giving program you can help us on our mission to
educate youth about good citizenship, safe communities, policing and avoiding victimisation
and criminality. This ultimately helps us create a community where all children and youth have
the opportunity to thrive and succeed. Still looking for a reason to donate? Here are five!
Sign up is EASY – Sign up online with your credit card or by filling out a simple form.
Donations Add Up – Small monthly contributions add up to a larger donation over time.
Convenience – Donations are withdrawn automatically from your preferred account.
Continuous - Regular monthly donations provide stable future funding.
Customizability – Donors can select any donation amount, large or small!

Learn more and sign up today at: https://cpf.cpsevents.ca/promising-futures/
Next E-News
APRIL 2021
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